
“Our Lady of Sorrows Elementary School provides an atmosphere rooted in the Catholic faith, 

dedicated to individual academic excellence while preparing life-long learners and responsible 

Christian adults.” 

 

 

 

August 26, 2022 

Dear OLS Families, 

It seems impossible that it’s end of August and I am writing my first letter of the new school 

year.  I do hope you had time to relax and enjoy the summer, even though it was hot and dry! I 

extend a warm welcome to all the new families who have joined us, and I look forward to getting to 

know you and your children, and for you to get to know us. OLS is a wonderful community, and we 

are always excited to expand our family base. 

 We are in the final stages of preparing for the beginning of the school year, and we are very 

close to welcoming everyone for the first day! The school is thoroughly cleaned thanks to Mr. 

Roscoe and his summer helpers, new books are ready for distribution, classrooms are organized and 

decorated, and the cafeteria is newly painted and ready for lunch and ASP.  I am always glad to see 

the smiling faces of the kids and hear about what they have done over the summer.  Hopefully one 

item checked off their summer list was completion of summer packets and reading a few good 

books.  There’s still another week to go just in case the summer work isn’t completely finished! 

Not only have new families joined us over the summer, but new faculty too. I am delighted 

to introduce and welcome the following new members of our teaching community.  I am pleased to 

share that the long term substitute in Computer class, Ms. Angelica Manetta, is returning to us as the 

3rd grade teacher. It is wonderful that she already knows most of our students and they know her!   

Ms. Jessica Huth joins us in the 5th grade classroom, and she brings wonderful Catholic school 

teaching experience in 5th grade. Mrs. Ellen Stumpf, who has taught Art for many years, will share 

her talents as our Art teacher.  Mr. Joseph Tramontana, who has spent several years in the Princeton 

middle school setting, will join us as the Computer teacher.  I am looking forward to having you and 

the students meet and get to know them in the coming weeks. I continue to search for a Physical 



Education teacher, so if you know anyone who is certified to teach and wants to join our school, 

please send them my way!  At Back to School Night I will provide more details about the change in 

our Spanish curriculum; we will use Rosetta Stone’s Spanish Program this year. 

Mrs. Pat Foley, our school nurse, and I have been reviewing the recently released CDC and 

NJDOH protocols.  We would like to share a few updates about our protocols for the upcoming 

year.  Masks will once again be optional unless mandates are issued at some point, but we always 

encourage their use.  The updated guidelines indicate quarantining is no longer required if a 

classmate tests positive for Covid, although the individual who tests positive must remain home for 

5 days and, if symptom free, then can return and must wear a mask for an additional 5 days.  As we 

have done in the past, if someone in a class tests positive, the entire class will immediately be 

notified and we will recommend the use of home tests for the following week to ensure no one else 

tests positive.  An outbreak is considered 3 or more cases, and in that situation the class will be 

required to quarantine.  In this scenario, and if a student does test positive for Covid, Zoom will 

once again be utilized.  As we start the new year, we have removed the desk shields, the students will 

be eating in the cafeteria, and we will continue to do our best to maintain distance between 

individuals, especially inside the building.  Mercer County is still in the “High” range for Covid 

positivity, but we are hoping that will change in the coming weeks.  You will be kept updated on the 

latest changes and protocol adaptations as they become available, and we pray for a healthy and safe 

year for everyone. 

As you begin to set up your September schedule, please make sure you check the school 

calendar found on our website (www.olsschool.us) under the Student Life tab.  The first day of 

school for ALL students is Tuesday, September 6th, 2022.  Kindergarten will report at 9:00 AM at 

the Main Entrance for picture taking and a “meet and greet.”  All other grades will report by 7:50 

AM, and dismissal for everyone is 12:20 PM. All grades will report by 7:50 AM on our first full day 

on Wednesday September 7th and this will be a 2:20 PM dismissal. The lunch program and the After 

School Program (ASP) will both begin on Wednesday.  The lunch menu can be found on our school 

website, and the cost of lunch remains at $4.00.  If you will be using the ASP program, please make 

sure registration papers and fee are submitted prior to the first day of use.   

Our PTA is extremely active, and has already scheduled several events in the coming weeks. 

The Pre K and Kindergarten students have been invited to the PTA’s “get to know you event,” 

http://www.olsschool.us/


either the “Popsicles with Pre K” or the “Kindergarten Ice Cream Social,” so I hope to see you 

there.  If you are a new family, I encourage you to attend the PTA’s “New Families Dinner” on 

Friday night September 9th from 5:30 – 7:30 PM in the cafeteria.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 

meet other families and faculty as well as PTA members, and to join us for an informal pizza dinner!  

Information will be sent to each family, and I look forward to sharing dinner with you. 

A group of OLS-SA parishioners are creating a “Pollinator Garden” around the flagpole 

outside the front of the school, and they are looking for a few students to help move materials, such 

as wood and building supplies, on Saturday September 10th.  If you have a child who is interested in 

helping, please send me an email and I will get them in touch with the group 

(mtuohy@olsschool.us).  This will be a fun project that helps the Earth and will teach the students 

about gardening and the importance of pollinators.   

I hope you saw the email that was sent out last week about the upcoming “Back to School 

Sales Tax Holiday.” This will take place between August 27th and September 5th, and is a good way 

to save some money when purchasing school supplies.  The specifics can be found on the New 

Jersey state website, www.nj.gov.  Check out what qualifies as tax free, and happy shopping! 

I end with good news – there will be a CYO basketball and cheerleading season!  Tryouts for 

all teams will occur in the next few weeks.  Boys and girls in grades 2 through 8 will have an 

opportunity to be a part of these OLS-SA teams, and I could not be happier.   Please watch for the 

flyer with the information about dates and times for the tryouts.  

Enjoy the last full week of August.  I am excited for the beginning of school, and will see 

everyone on Tuesday September 6th! 

Take care, 

Mrs. Maureen Tuohy, Principal   
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