
“Our Lady of Sorrows Elementary School provides an atmosphere rooted in the Catholic faith, 

dedicated to individual academic excellence while preparing life-long learners and responsible 

Christian adults.” 

 

          

 

March 4, 2022 

Dear OLS families, 

 Welcome to Friday!  Thank you to everyone who joined us at Ash Wednesday 

mass, it was wonderful to have the students participate in mass as a school community. 

I was happy that so many families could join us to begin the season of Lent.  As a part 

of our Lenten journey, students in grades Kindergarten – 8th will begin attending 

Stations of the Cross each Friday (5-8 today and K-4 next week).  I believe that this is 

an appropriate reflective practice to teach our students as well as an opportunity to 

deepen their faith and understanding of Jesus’ sacrifice for us.  

 Effective Monday, March 7th masks will be optional for all adults and children in 

our school building.  As I stated in my earlier letter, please make your decision about 

wearing a mask based on your family’s circumstances.  We are still seeing Covid cases 

in our building, as well as an increase in “typical” illnesses, so we continue to need your 

help with monitoring your child’s symptoms and keeping them home or testing them 

when necessary. Because of parents doing exactly this, we have been fortunate to have 

kept in person learning an option for every class for over a month.  Below are the 

updated mask and quarantine guidelines issued by the NJDOH that become effective 

on Monday March 7th:  

 Masks will be required during elevated transmission periods (orange or red on 

the NJ Covid map), during an outbreak, after returning from isolation or 

quarantine, or if they become ill at school. 

 If Covid positive, the student must stay home 5 full days starting on the day after 

the positive test, then must wear a mask inside and outside (on school property) 

for another 5 days. The student will be separated when eating since the mask is 



off for days 6-10. If you prefer your child remain unmasked, then they need to 

stay home for the full 10 days. 

 If your child is exposed to a positive close contact, and he/she is not fully 

vaccinated, then he/she will stay home for 5 full days after the exposure and 

wear a mask for 10 full days from the last contact. He/She should get tested on 

day 5 after contact. Again, if you prefer not to have your child mask up, then 

he/she is home for 10 days, or 8 with a negative test taken on day 5-7. 

 

We reserve the right to mandate masks in any of the above mentioned scenarios, 

as well as if any new variants affect the school population.  Our prayer is that the 

trend of lower infection rates continues, and as always, if you have any questions 

about any of this, please contact us.   

The Knight to Remember Gala is quickly approaching!  The event, which will be 

held virtually once again, is on Friday night April 29th, 2022.  Thank you to everyone 

who has returned their 50/50 stubs – the first prize is already close to $10,000.00!  

We will also be holding a “Tricky Tray” component this year, which will give you the 

option to bid on many beautiful baskets of items, such as a Little Gym packet, a gift 

certificate for car detailing, a golf outing, and a kid’s basket of “Tuohy’s Treats.”  This 

is the area where we could use a bit more help.  If you work for a company that 

could possibly donate a gift card or an item to our Tricky Tray, then please give them 

the attached “KTR Donation Form” and let us know what will be donated.  The KTR 

committee is grateful for all donations! 

March brings spring sports, specifically soccer!  Our school participates in the 

Diocese of Trenton CYO league, and we usually field 3 teams: a freshmen coed 

team (grades 2-4), then a Varsity team for boys grades 5-8 and one for girls grades 

5-8.  We are in need of coaches for all 3 teams this year!  If you can donate your 

time and talents, Ms. Joan Carella will assist you with organizing tryouts and sharing 

the information received at the CYO Soccer meeting.  All volunteers will have to be 

fingerprinted and attend Virtus training (free).  If you are interested in coaching, 

please email Mr. Jim Primerano (primerano2575@gmail.com) indicating your 

interest.  I know the students are looking forward to participating this season, so 

thank you in advance for your consideration.  
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Pope Francis will be holding a Synod of Bishops next year, and in a complete 

change from previous synods, the Pope is asking for input from all of us! Catholic 

Churches around the world are holding synod meetings to ask people about their 

experiences with the Church, and Monsignor Gervasio has done the same here at 

Our Lady of Sorrows-St. Anthony’s parish.  If you did not have the opportunity to 

voice your thoughts, then please review the attached “Synod Questionnaire” and 

take a few moments to answer the question and submit it via email to synod@ols-

sa.org.  It is completely anonymous, and I encourage you to share your thoughts.  

It’s not often the Pope wants your feedback! 

Just two other quick notes:  

 The second trimester report cards will be available next Friday, 3/11 after 

3:30 PM on Genesis.  As a reminder, parents do not have access to the 

Parent Portal until that time.  

 Notre Dame High School is offering summer camps for students of all 

ages.  The flyer is attached for your reference.   

 

I am looking forward to the warm weather that we should have on Sunday – it’s 

never too early for me to move out of a winter coat!  Enjoy your weekend, and stay 

well. 

Take care, 

Mrs. Maureen Tuohy, Principal 
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