
“Our Lady of Sorrows Elementary School provides an atmosphere rooted in the Catholic faith, 

dedicated to individual academic excellence while preparing life-long learners and responsible 

Christian adults.” 

 

 

 

         September 10, 2021 

Dear OLS Families, 

 Thank you for a wonderful start to the school year!  We have really had a terrific 

week, and I appreciate the help you have provided to have the children prepared and 

organized.  For our new families, we are so happy you have joined the OLS family and 

look forward to getting to know you better.   

 As I did last year, each Friday I will send out a “Parent Letter” that provides 

updates and news about school related topics and events.  I will try to make it as brief 

as possible while giving you the information you need to know. I encourage you to read 

it each week and check our school website for additional information, such as the Lunch 

Menu and the School Calendar.  So here we go! 

 PLEASE make sure we know how your child is leaving school every day!  While 

the majority of our children are car riders, please advise your child’s teacher if your child 

should be dismissed another way.  The ASP schedule should be filled out, and bus 

riders should have a bus pass with them at all times and should know the bus number.  

Your child’s safety is the most important objective of our job and we need your help to 

provide that safety. In that same vein, please make sure all medical forms and 

paperwork have been submitted by next week.  There are quite a few children who have 

allergies but we have no information, or need an epi-pen and we don’t have the 

prescription and/or epi-pen.  We have your most valued asset – please make sure we 

are able to care for him/her the best we can! 

 Morning drop off for Kindergarten – 8th at Door #3 has been pretty smooth for the 

first week! Of course the first day was a bit of a rainy mess, but all was OK.  The cars 

begin to back-up around 7:40, so if you need to get in and out quickly, my suggestion is 

to arrive prior to 7:40.  Remember to have your child ready to “pop out” of the car – 

mask is on, backpack and lunch box within reach.  Please follow the directions to pull all 

the way up to the line or as close to the car in front of you as you can. Children should 

be exiting cars from the first car all the way back to the Gymnasium doors – we can get 

6 or 7 cars emptied at a time and it moves the line along more quickly.  Please do not 



park and walk your child through the line or attempt to drive around another car.  Hitting 

someone is not how the day should start.  Patience and kindness are needed in this 

line! 

 For Pre K, the drop off/pick up is at Door #8, so please carefully pull around past 

the door and park in one of the marked spots, then walk to the door for drop off/pick up.  

If you have a child in both Pre K and K-8, you can drop them both off at Door #8 or Door 

#3, whichever is most convenient for you. 

 Everyone MUST have a mask on to enter the building so please provide your 

child with at least 2 clean masks every day.  We find many of the kids like to change 

them after lunch and unfortunately I do not have an endless supply to give out.  

 Thank you to those who have submitted their child’s COVID vaccination card 

already.  If you have the card, please forward a copy to Mrs. Foley so we can add it to 

their medical file. Quite a few have told us they have been vaccinated, but we need to 

card to document it.   

 We are a “nut-free” school, which means that the children may not bring anything 

in that contains nuts.  This includes peanut butter sandwiches, granola bars or snack 

packs with almonds/pecans/walnuts/peanuts, etc. Please check what is sent in with 

your child; it is difficult to explain to children why a snack or lunch may not be eaten 

here.  If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher or Mrs. Foley for 

clarification. 

 Speaking of lunch, remember to add money to your child’s lunch account 

whether by sending in money in an envelope or doing it online via “My School Bucks.” 

Lunch is $4.00 each day, so a full week of lunch quickly adds up.   

 The “uniform backlog” issue is ongoing. You have done a wonderful job of getting 

the kids in something close to our uniform!  Many orders have been delayed or 

cancelled, so we just hope things move along more quickly than they have been.  The 

uniform exchange is available if you want to check there, just give us a call to take a 

look.  The one issue I see are some children’s school shoes – sneakers are not 

permitted, nor light colored shoes, all of which include Vans, Sperry sneakers, and black 

sneakers. Shoes should be blue, black, or the darker colored Sperry shoes. Please 

check the OLS Parent-Student Handbook for the specifics, or contact me if you have 

any questions or need clarification.  

 I have received many questions about the Genesis online grading system. It is 

not yet available to parents but will open on Friday September 17th, although grades 

may not be entered just yet.  Thank you to all who have been trying to access it and 



questioned their logins.  It only opens once we have all student class lists set, which will 

be completed next week. 

 School pictures for all grades are next Thursday, September 16th.  All students 

are to be in their regular school uniform since these are the photos for the school 

yearbook and ID badges.  The flyer for ordering pictures will be sent home tomorrow 

(Lifetouch is the photographer). 8th grade graduation photos will be taken later in the fall, 

with more information to come at a later date. 

 The PTA is keeping busy!  We welcome all our new families and would like to 

spend some time with you on Saturday morning (tomorrow) for a bagel breakfast 

outside in the back parking lot. You will receive an email from the PTA with the 

specifics; I hope you can make it!  I have attached the first Dine Out of the year – Pizza 

Night at Mario’s Pizza on Wednesday September 15th.  The flyer is attached to this 

email and will be sent home on Monday as well.  Watch for other ways to help support 

our school as well as local businesses – this is a win-win for all! 

The After School Program is up and running.  If you think you might need to use 

it, please complete and return the ASP registration form, schedule, and medical form 

found on the school website.  The children will spend most of the time outside (weather 

permitting), and when inside, will be separated between the cafeteria, gym, and Pre K 

(in a classroom).  All pick-ups are at Door #3, and we are open until 6:00 PM every 

school day. 

 Mrs. Nobile, our Pre K 3 teacher, was able to work with the manager at the 

Staples’ store on Route 130 in Hamilton Marketplace and they donated a “Show 

Students You Care” yellow box to every student in the school!  I have attached a letter 

explaining the donation.  They are wonderful supporters of our school, so if you can give 

them your business, I am sure it would be appreciated. A nice thank you would be 

welcome too! 

 Well, this was definitely not my briefest letter, but there’s always much to share at 

the beginning of the year.  We continue to pray for good health and a return to a more 

“normal” way of being.   Thank you for trusting your children to us, I am thrilled to have 

them back in the building and chat with them.  It really was a great week! 

 Be well, 

 Mrs. Maureen Tuohy, Principal 


