
“Our Lady of Sorrows Elementary School provides an atmosphere rooted in the Catholic faith, 

dedicated to individual academic excellence while preparing life-long learners and responsible 

Christian adults.” 

 

 

 

          August 20, 2021 

Dear OLS Families, 

 It’s the end of the summer already – how amazing!  I hope you have taken the 

time to enjoy your days and spent some quality time with your family.  I am ready to 

see the kids and get back into the swing of school, even if once again the school day will 

look different than we would like it to.  The building is cleaned and ready, the teachers 

are working on their classrooms, and plans are in place to safely welcome back all our 

students, faculty and staff.  There is much to share with you, so here we go! 

 Since June, there have been some changes to the COVID protocols we followed 

last year, although much of our original plan is still in effect.  I have attached the 

updated “Back to School Plan” that will guide us as we begin this year.  As changes are 

made either by the Governor, the CDC, or local health officials, the plan will be 

adjusted.  I will summarize the major points below, but I encourage you to read 

through the plan and familiarize yourself with our protocols.   

 All schools are open for in person learning for all students; remote learning is 

strictly for those ill with COVID, those who are required to quarantine due to 

exposure, or those awaiting COVID test results. 

 Governor Murphy’s Executive Order #251 mandated masks for all students, 

faculty, staff, and visitors.  We will adhere to that mandate as we did last year.  

While no one enjoys wearing a mask, we know that it did make difference in the 

spreading of germs, so I whole heartedly agree with this mandate. Please make 

sure your child always has 2 clean masks with them; many of them like to 

change after lunch, and we do not have a supply of masks for all children.  

Attached to this email you will also find a letter from the Superintendent of the 

Diocese of Trenton regarding the mandate to wear masks. 

 The requirement to take temperatures as students, faculty and staff enter the 

building has been lifted, as well as answering the health questions on Genesis.  

However, as the parent, it is your responsibility to assess your child’s health each 



morning, and if needed, keep them home and call the school to report an 

absence. Please see page 3, Section A of the Back to School Plan for specific 

symptom information. 

 Visitors are still not allowed in the building, which includes parents.  Anyone 

who does need to come into the building (make tuition payments, pick up a child 

etc.) is required to wear a mask.   

 Students will continue to cohort, so they will eat lunch in their classrooms, 

grades will remain separated outside at recess, and they will take turns at the 

bathrooms. 

 Masks may be taken off outside during recess or PE provided students remain 3 

to 6 feet apart 

 The plexiglass desk shields will not be used initially; however, if a change is 

needed, we have them and they will be reinstated on desks. 

 Attendance at weekly mass will be on hold for now; First Friday mass will 

continue, with only the host class attending in person (masked and distanced in 

pews) 

 The After School Program will return this year. The children will primarily be 

outside or in the gym with the windows open and kept in grade cohorts. See 

below for additional details regarding the program. 

 Our cleaning company will continue with nightly disinfecting and sanitizing; the 

custodian will do the same throughout the day.  Hand sanitizers and disinfecting 

wipes are available in every classroom.  

If your child has received a COVID vaccination, please forward a copy of their 

vaccination card to Mrs. Foley and she will add it to your child’s folder.  If we do not 

have a copy of a card, it is assumed that your child is unvaccinated.  This will make a 

difference if a quarantine situation occurs in a classroom. Please read through the 

attached Back to School Plan 2021 - 2022 for further details and contact me if you have 

any questions.  As with last year, there are always more questions than answers, but 

working with our school nurse Mrs. Foley, the Diocese, and the NJDOH, we will 

navigate through this year keeping the health and safety of everyone as our priority.  

We have had several changes in our faculty over the summer, and I am pleased 

to introduce you to our new members.  Mrs. Jennifer Beyers is our first grade teacher, 

and she brings many years of Kindergarten and 1st grade teaching experience from the 

Hamilton School District.  Her enthusiasm for learning is infectious, and I know the 

kids will truly enjoy being in her class.  Ms. Marissa Gallello has accepted the position 

of 6th grade teacher, and she is thrilled to be with our kids.  Her love of learning, 



history, and middle school students is a perfect fit for us.  Ms. Amy Halfinger has 

accepted the position of Resource Room teacher.  The students will benefit from her 

previous experiences, knowledge, and skills.  Both Ms. Gallello and Ms. Halfinger 

attended Religious Education classes in our school, which makes them no strangers to 

our values and our building!  Finally, Mrs. Maryann Howes is our School Guidance 

Counselor, and she brings a wealth of experience and terrific insights on many 

important topics such as student anxiety.  We warmly welcome all four and are excited 

to have them join our school community!  

The After School Program (ASP) is returning this year.  I realize this is such an 

important piece for so many working families, and after collaborating with several 

other Diocesan schools about how we can make it work safely, I am happy to offer the 

program again. While we are working out some of the finer details, please know that 

the children will primarily be outdoors and will remain in their cohorts.  If the weather 

warrants inside activities, the students will be separated around the cafeteria and in the 

gym, with windows open and fans on.  Pick up will remain at Door #3; if you have not 

yet registered for the program, please go to the school website (www.olsschool.us) and 

under the tab for Student Life, click on “ASP,” complete the registration information, 

and return it on the first day of school.  I am pleased to announce that Mr. Antonis 

Llanio will manage the program this year, which will be wonderful for our program! 

Once again the students will have the option of purchasing lunch or bringing 

their own.  The lunch menu is found on the school website under “Student Life” and is 

updated monthly.  I strongly encourage you to utilize the online payment system “My 

School Bucks” which is under the same tab.  This is a much easier solution than sending 

in cash or check payments that never get out of backpacks! Plus you have the ability to 

monitor what your child is buying, whether lunch or snack.  The price of lunch this year 

is $4.00 due to the increased prices of food items (I am sure you have seen that in your 

own shopping!).  Snacks such as chips will be available for purchase this year, as well as 

additional drinks.   

The first day of school for Grades 5 – 8 is Tuesday, September 7th.  The students 

should be in homeroom by 7:45 AM since prayers will begin at 7:50 AM.  Dismissal is at 

12:20 PM.  Wednesday September 8th is for Pre K 3 – Pre K 4, 1st through Grade 4, with 

the same arrival and dismissal times.  For Kindergarten only, arrival is 9:00 AM on 

Wednesday September 8th, and drop off is at the Main Entrance (please refer to your 

letter from Mrs. Sheppard). Thursday September 9th is a full day for all grades, and with 

ASP beginning as well.  Full uniform beginning is in effect on the first day, and 

http://www.olsschool.us/


everyone should have a mask on with an extra in their backpack.  Please check the 

school website to ensure all Summer Math/Reading packets & projects are completed.  

I am anticipating a successful school year for everyone.  Working together, 

regardless of the circumstances around us, we will make this a year that our children 

learn, grow and are successful academically, spiritually, and emotionally.  As always, 

please email or call me if you have questions or concerns.  I know there is much 

dissension in our world right now, but if we keep the lines of communication open and 

work towards the common goal of educating and supporting these children, we can be 

the light this world needs.   

Stay well, and I will see you very soon! 

Mrs. Maureen Tuohy, Principal 

 


